Report to the New Tacoma Neighborhood Council

NUSA 2005 Sacramento….June 8 2005

I recently attended the 2005 Neighborhoods U.S.A. Conference in the host city of Sacramento, California.

On the first session of the conference I attended was a spirited workshop on Grant Writing given by a gentleman who is a professional grant writer for the state of South Carolina.  In the presentation he noted that one of the hardest things about grants is the appropriate administration of the funds after they have been received. The board of directors bears direct fiduciary responsibility for any misappropriation of funds.

Should first identify needs of the community and then find the grant or grants that target that specific need.  Finally make sure that you read the grant carefully and give the information asked for in the form it is requested and prior to any stated deadlines.  

During the late afternoon we took the tour of neighborhood crime and blight elimination efforts. Some of the salient highlights were the community-based Roberts Family Center,  which is an after school recreation educational and spiritual leadership partnership with local technology-based industry which created a combination daycare/summer school / computer lab /church school /community from property purchased by private citizens, generous  donors and community volunteered labor and materials; Secondly there was 

The School District’s   Student Police Academy at Union Grant High School which builds youth participation in law enforcement in grades 9 thru 12 and includes additional  

Academic and extracurricular requirements as well as the normal classes and lastly

A really great pair of neighborhood parks reclaimed from drug activity and gang violence

And revitalized through a church-city-neighbors partnership.

   On the second day I attended a very exciting morning session on Asset-Based Community Development which seemed so perfectly fitted to our usage as we go forward 

With the goals that I would like to present to the Council at a later as a tool in our future 

Neighborhood development endeavors.

  Later I attended a wonderful presentation by the City of Long Beach CA   Police Department regarding their award winning community based policing and their 

Radically inventive and helpful use of their new Four Sector Police Substations

And the myriad of services and help being made available to the citizens of Long Beach

At their substations instead of having to go “downtown” (gee I wonder who could use that?).

 As I have said before a wealth of information was made available to us and I also attended the last training session on mediation training and public relations and 

Aggressive conflict resolutions.   Any and all of the subjects I have mentioned herein

I can supply you with more print info as well as references and contacts for experts on the 

Subjects as well as the organizations who presented/ prepared the seminars.
    Again thank you for letting me participate on your behalf and I look forward to representing us again in Kansas City MO 2006 if that be your will.

     Thanks a Bunch!!!    Darion Reese (                                             

