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Nick Schuder

I’d like to thank the New Tacoma Neighborhood Council for sponsoring this year’s attendees to the NUSA Conference.  The diversity we brought to the conference spoke well of our council.  We were all exposed to wonderful opportunities to learn how to better serve this neighborhood.

The conference took place in sunny Sacramento, California, with the main venue at the Convention Center.  Of course, the mayor and the president of the Sacramento Convention & Visitors Bureau were present to welcome us, but most interesting were the keynote speakers, Reverend Alfreddie Johnson (Founder of the World Literacy Crusade International) and Lawrence Edward Carter, Sr. (Professor at Morehouse College).  Rev. Johnson provided a message of hope that something can be done to empower individuals to improve the quality of life for themselves and others.  Professor Carter’s aura of dignity permeated the audience as he pushed us to accomplish the stuff of dreams.  

Elton Gatewood, as always, sat at the head table and provided guidance for the event.  His quiet demeanor was a beacon of calm respect that showered us all.

The conference provided attendees with choices of numerous Pride Tours throughout the city, showcasing the city’s neighborhood diversity, transportation system, and historic building preservation.  A myriad of workshops were provided throughout the training covering topics such as:  grant writing; building a neighborhood home; designing active, livable communities; integrating spiritual networks and the business community; building neighborhoods online; Creating a walkable neighborhood; urban art in action; drug-free neighborhoods; better management and more accomplishments for your association; building community educational forums; strategies for enhancing the urban father; and building a family support network.

One workshop focused on giving local children disposable cameras and have them take pictures of things that are of interest within the neighborhood.  Samples were provided that clearly showed the difference in how youngsters see the world compared to adults.  In some cases the results sparked an interest in changing approaches to cleaning up neighborhoods, redrafting policies regarding city signage, and showing the real needs of providing appropriate role models for kids.

I was impressed by all the cultural aspects of Sacramento that have been preserved, including a myriad of museums, and the “old town.” One especially interesting museum was the California State Railroad Museum, which was the venue for one evening’s festivities.  It was an reminder on how our museums can be used to enhance other cultural events within the city.  They also had paddle-wheel boats providing tours of the waterfront.  Perhaps the Emerald Queen will live again?

NUSA activities enhance our ability to handle problems similar to ours.  Through networking, we can all work together to enhance the livability of our neighborhoods and cities. 

